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§<1>. Davide Lazzaret t i . In an ar t ic le publ ished by the Fiera Let terar ia
of 26 August 1928, Domen ico Bul fere t t i ment ions some elements of Davide
Lazzaretti?s l i fe and cu l t u ra l f o rma t ion . ! Bib l iography: Andrea Verga,

Davide Lazzare t t i e la pazz ia sensoria (M i lan : Rechiedei, 1880]; Cesare

Lombroso, Pazzi ed a n o m a l i {this was the c u l t u r a l cus tom of the day:
instead of s tudy ing the or ig ins of a co l lec t ive event and the reasons w h y i t
was widespread, w h y i t was col lect ive, one isolated the pro tagon is t and

l imited oneself to produc ing his pathological biography, a l l too often using

points of departure that were unver i f i ed or open to a di f ferent interpreta-
tion. To a social el i te, the components of suba l te rn groups always have

something barbar ic or patho log ica l about them). T h e v o l u m e Storia d i

David Lazzaret t i , Profeta d i Arc idosso was publ ished i n Siena i n 1905 by
one of Lazzaretti?s major disciples, the former f r ia r o f the order of St. Ph i l i p
Neri, F i l ippo Imper iuzz i ; o ther apologetic w r i t i ngs exist but, according to

Bulferetti, th is is the most notewor thy. The ?seminal? wo rk on Lazzarett i ,

however, is Giacomo Barzellotti?s, wh i ch in i ts f i rs t and second edi t ions
(published by Zanichel l i ) was t i t led Dav ide Lazzarett i , i t was ampl i f ied and

part ia l ly revised in subsequent ed i t ions tha t were pub l ished (by Treves}

under the t i t le Mon te A m i a t a e i l suo Profeta.? In Bulferetti?s opin ion, Bar-
zellott i ma in ta ined tha t the causes o f the Lazzaret t is t movement were

?all par t icu lar and at t r ibu tab le solely to the state of m i n d and the cu l tu re

of the people over there,? stems ?part ly f rom his natura l affection for beau-

t i fu l native places (!) and pa r t l y f r o m the in f luence of the theories of H ip -
polyte Ta ine .? It is, however, easier to see Barzellotti?s book, w h i c h has

shaped I ta l ian pub l ic op in ion on Lazzaret t i , as no th i ng more than a man i -

festation o f l i t e ra ry p a t r i o t i s m (for love of c o u n t r y ! ? a s they say) t h a t

* Inthe manuscript, Gramsci erroneously recorded the t i t le as Pazzi ¢ anormal! on the basis of
Bulferetti?s article,
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foreseen eve ry th i ng , f r o m the World War to Capo: 12

of the L a t i n people to the b i r t h o f the League o f N a t l o n e eae the v e n

the f a i t h f u l venture outside the i r l i t t l e c i rc le w i t hp r o p a g a n d a 9 i shlets
addressed t o the ?brothers of the L a t i n people? t h a t inc lude some o f the i r

Mas te r ' s m a n y prev ious ly unpub l i shed w r i t i n g s (some o f them poetic) that

are jea lous ly guarded by h is fo l lowers.
But wha t do the Jur isdav id ic C h r i s t i a n s want? A person not yct graced

by the capac i ty to penctrate the secret language o f the Saints w i l l f i nd a

hard t o understand the essence of t he i r doct r ine . I t is a m i x t u r e of rel ig ious

doc t r i nes of the past w i t h a heavy dose o f vaguely soc ia l i s t - sound ing max-

i m s and generic references to the mora l redempt ion o f m a n ? a redemp-

t i o n that requires a comp le te renewa l of the s p i r i t and o f the h ie ra rchy of

the C a t h o l i c Church . The f i na l a r t i c l e (XX1V] of the ?Symbol of the H o l y

Spirit,? w h i c h cons t i tu tes a k i n d o f ?Creed? for the Lazzaret t is ts , states
that ?our founder Dav id Lazzaret t i , the ano in ted o f the Lord, judged and

condemned by the Roman Cur ia , is rea l l y Chr is t , Leader and Judge, in the

real and l i v i n g f igure of the second c o m i n g o f o u r Lord Jesus C h r i s t i n

the world, the Son of M a n who has come t o b r ing to c o m p l e t i o n the abun-

dant Redemption of a l l m a n k i n d by v i r t u e o f the t h i r d d iv ine law of Jus-

tice and general Reform of the Ho ly Spirit, w h i c h w i l l reun i te a l l men in

the fa i th of Chr i s t w i t h i n the hosom of the Cathol ic C h u r c h in a single

po in t and a single law in c o n f i r m a t i o n of d iv ine promises.?!3 There was a
tume, after the war, when the Lazzaret t is ts seemed to be head ing d o w n ?a

dangerous path? but they were able t o draw back before i t was too late and

gave thei r f u l l support to the victors. Wha t makes the rel ig ious phenom-
enon of the A m i a t a wor thy of at tent ion and study, in Fatini?s view, 1s defi-
n i te ly not the Lazzarcttists? disagreements w i t h the Cathol ic C h u r c h ?

?the sect of papal I do l a t r y??bu t , rather, the tenac i ty w i t h which they

defend the Master and Reform.

Cf Notebook 4, §12, and Notebook 9, 88:

hear. M e t h o d o l o g i c a l cr i ter ia. The his tory of subaltern social groups

is necessar i ly f ragmented and eptsodic, In the histor ical activity of

these groups there ts, undoubtedly, a tendency toward umfication, albeit
im p rov i s i ona l stages; bu t th is tendency is cont inua l ly interrupted by the

can be demonstrated only sfi n i t i a t i v e of d o m i n a n t groups and, therefore,
comple tes its course and cu lmina tes in success Sub-a h i s t o r i c a l c y c l e

a l t e r n g r o u p s a re a l w a y s s u b j e c t t o t h e i n i t i a t i v e s of t h e dominan t groups

e v e n w h e n t h e y rebe l a n d r i se up: o n l y ? p e r m a n e n t ? v i c t o r y breaks the i r

s u b o r d i n a t i o n , b u t n o t i m m e d i a t e l y . I n fac t , even w h e n they seem t r u m .

p h a n t , s u b a l t e r n g r o u p s a re o n l y i a n a n x i o u s de fens ive state tas can be

d e m o n s t r a t e d b y t h e h i s t o r y of t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n up to, at tease,

Notebook 2s (1934) ?

1830). Every trace of autonomous mutiative by subaltern
should be of mestimable value to the integral historian. This kind r e .
tory, therefore, must be handled in the form of monographs and ?or i
monograph one necds to gather an immense quantity of material that is

often hard to collect.

Cf Notebook 3, §14

§<3>. Adriano Tilgher, Homo faber. A history of the concept of labor in
Western civilization. Rome: Libreria di Scienze ¢ Lettere, 1929. L.ts.!

Cf. N o t e b o o k 1, $95

§<q>. Some general notes on the h is tor ica l development o f subaltern

soc ia l groups i n the M i d d l e Ages and i n Rome. In his essay ?Elementi di
?verity? e di ?certezza? nel la t radiz ione storica romana? {included in the

volume Con f ron t i storic:), Ettore Ciccott ! makes some references to the

histor ica l development of the popular classes in the I ta l ian Communes,
these references mer i t special at tent ion and separate treatment.! The

wars among the C o m m u n e s created the need to assemble stronger and

bigger m i l i t a r y forces, a l l ow ing as many people as poss:bie to bear arms
Th is gave the commoners an awareness of their own power and, at the
same time, consolidated the i r ranks (in other words, 1t helped st imulate

the format ion of close-knit , un i ted groups or parties}. The f ight ing men

remained uni ted even in peacetime, wh i ch enabled them to make therr
services avai lable and later, as the i r sol idar i ty intensified, to pursue

thei r own goals as wel l . We have the statutes of the ?Societies of Arms?
that were established in Bologna apparently around 1230; the nature of

the i r un ion and thei r mode of organizat ion start to become clear. Toward
of the th i r t een th century there were already twenty-four of

them, located i n the various c i t y d is t r ic ts where the members l ived.

The i r purpose was not on l y to per form the pol i t ical funct ion of defend-

ing the C o m m u n e against external threats, but also to provide all com-
m o n e r s w i t h t h e p r o t e c t i o n t h e y needed f r o m the aggressions o f the

c h a p t e r s o f t h e i r s t a t u t e s ? f o r example ,n o b l e s a n d t h e p o w e r f u l . T h e ?

t h o s e of t h e S o c i e t y o f L i o n s , as 1t w a s c a l l e d ? h a v e s u c h t i t l e s as ?De
.", ? Q u o d m o l e s t a t i

the m idd le

adiutor io dando homin ibus dicte soc ie ta t is . - I

in iuste debeant adiuvar i ab homin ibus dicte societatis.? Rel ig ious
c iv ic and social obligations;bes ides

ements were attached to the i r
h, these included communa l attendance at mass and at formal

s im i la r to those of the religiousobligations,
bu r y i ng the dead, ete.?rendered the

require
the oat:
prayers. O t h e r communa l
conf ra te rn i t ies?ass is t ing the poor,
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un ion increasingly steadfast and t i g h t l y kn i t . I n order to bi

out the i r work, these Societies then created counc i l s and able to carry

ce rs? in Bologna, for ex., four or e ight ?minaster ia les? m e n t e d offt :

organizational plan of the Associat ion of Gu i l ds or on thec l e ? o m :

mune system, over t ime thei r importance extended beyond thec o n f i n e s
of the Socictics themselves and they became cons t i t u t i ve Parts o f the
Commune.

A t first, m i l i t es joined these societies on an equal f o o t i n g w i t h the

pedi tes?nobles as wel l as c o m m o n e r s ? t h o u g h i n sma l le r numbers,
L i t t l e by l i t t le , however, the m i h t e s ? i . c . , the n o b l e s ? t e n d e d tos e t

themselves apart as they did in Siena or, in cer ta inc i r c u m s t a n c e s , they
were expelled as in Bologna in 1270. As the movemen t o f emanc ipa t ion

gained ground, however, going beyond the boundar ies and s t ruc tu reso f
these Societies, the popular element started demanding and obta i

Participation in the major public of f ices. Increasingly the people formed

themselves intoa real political party and in order to improve the ef f icacy
and cohesion of the i r actions they gave themselves a leader: ?the Cap-
tain of the people," an office that Siena seems to have der ived f r o m Pisa,

and that in name as well as funct ion betrays both its m i l i t a r y and
p o l i t i c a l o r i g i n s and purposes T h e peop le w h o h a d a l ready ,
to t i m e , a r m e d themselves, 1

having taken up distinct p

n ing

f r o m t i m e
gathered together, organized themselves, and

s i t i o n s of the i r own, but only 5 i

now started const i tu t ing themselves as a separate bodyt h a t eavei n e t

Its own laws. They used their own bell to cal l mectings: ?cum campana

Comun is non bene audiatur?3 They clashed w i t h the Podestat who:

right to make public proclamations they challenged and w i t h w h o m the

contain o f t h e People stipulated ?peaces"? When the people fai led t o
ain the desired reforms f r o m the Commune authorities, t h

w i t h the support of prominent individual o m n e s ,
after fo rm ing an independent assemblyt h e y o r a t e come h a e ! a n

magistracies s i m i l a r to the general systems of the Com: ne t o a w e d

tunsdic t ion to the Captain of the people, and to makedec i s i on o u d

own authority, g i v ing rise (from 1255] to a whole le lative t a t h e i r
tion. (These data per ta in to the Com T h e r e a n i z a -

mune of Siena 2

ceeded, at first in pract ice and later formal ly, in foram e e s i o n
USIONinto the general Statutes of the Commune of provis

ously applied only in terna l ly to those registered a s t thar ha

people then came t o dominate the Commune overwh 1

ous dominan t class, as they did in Siena after 1270, ? p o l s
Sacrati and Sacrat iss imi Codes, in Flor Ne "Co ana with the

s ence w i t h the ?Codes
(Provenzan Salvani was a noble d h a ustice.?cman 1 -
head o f the peugle} n Siena who placed himself at the

Most of the problems of Roman h:
IStory point

Previously cited study (apart from t Y pointed out b:¥ C i c c o r t 4
UW i 1, nh e v e r i f i c a t i o n o f p e r s o n a l ? e p e e

S

d prev i -

_

N o t e b o o k 25 (1934) ;

aquil?s,® etc.) are related t o the exper iences and ins t i t u t i ons
h a s Tanaqu i ' s ,

suc Irern social groups {tr ibune of the plebs,® etc.}. The method of
af s u a affirmed and theorized by Ciccott: could therefore produce
vanalogy resumptive? results: since subaltern groups lack pol i t ical

o m y their ?defensive? init iatives are constrained by their own
h e o f necessity, which ares impler , more limited, and morc politically
restrictive than the laws ofhistor ical necessity that govern and condi-
tion the mitiatives of the ru l ing class. Often, subaltern groups are orgs.
nally of a different race (different religion and different culture} than the
dommmant groups, and they are often a mix ture of different races, as in
the case of the slaves. The question of the importance of women in
Roman history is simi lar to the question of the subaltern groups, but up
toa certain point; ?masculinism? can be compared to class domination

only in acertain sense and, therefore, has greater importance for the his-
tory of customs than for poli t ical and social history.

Another research c r i t e r i on m u s t be taken i n t o accoun t i n order t o

bring i n t o re l ie f the i n h e r e n t dangers of the method o f h i s t o r i c a l anal-

ogy as a c r i t e r i o n o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : i n the anc ien t and them e d i e v a l
state, bo th p o l i t i c o - t e r r i t o r i a l and soc ia l (the one 1s b u t a f u n c t i o n o f the

othcr] c e n t r a l i z a t i o n was m i n i m a l . The state was, in a cer ta in sense, a

mechanical b l oc of soc ia l groups and, o f ten , of d i f fe ren t races. W i t h i n

the a m b i t of p o l i t i c o - m i l i t a r y concent ra t ion , w h i c h came acutely in to

play o n l y at c e r t a i n t imes, t h e suba l te rn groups had t h e i r o w n separate
l i fe, che i r o w n i n s t i t u t i o n s , etc. The la t te r somet imes func t i oned as

state i n s t i t u t i o n s , w h i c h made the state a federat ion of soc ia l groups

w i t h va r ious nonsubord ina te roles, so t h a t in t i m e s of c r is is the phe-

nomenon of ? t w o governments? became ex t reme ly conspicuous. The

only group excluded f rom any organized co l lec t ive l i fe of i t s own, in the

classical wor ld , was t h a t of the slaves (and nonslave proletar ians}, w h i l e

in the med ieva l wor ld i t was the proietar ians, serfs, and peasants Never-

theless, even though, i n many respects, the slaves of a n t i q u i t y and

medieval p ro l e ta r i ans found themselves in s i m i l a r cond i t ions , t he i r
s i tuat ions were not ident ica l : the upr i s ing by the Ciompi? c e r t a i n l y did

not have the same impac t that w o u l d have been produced by a s i m i l a r

upr i s ing o f the slaves i n an t iqu i t y (Spartacus, w h o demands t o jo in the

g o v e r n m e n t i n a l l i ance w i t h the piebs, etc.|. Whereas i n the M i d d l e

Ages 1t was possible to have an al l iance between the pro le ta r i a t and the
people and, even more, pro le tar ian suppor t for the d ic ta to rsh ip of a

pr ince, there was no th i ng of the sort for the slaves in the class ica l wor ld .

The modern state replaces the mechan ica l bloc of soc ia l groups w i t h

thesr subo rd ina t i on t o the active hegemony of the r u l i n g and d o m i n a n t

group, it t h u s abol ishes cer ta in autonomies , w h i c h , however , w i l l be

reborn in other forms, as part ies, trade un ions , c u l t u r a l assoc ia t ions.
The d ic ta to rsh ips of o u r t i m e lega l l y abo l i sh these new f o r m s o f
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the measure fearing that the slaves might become dangerous jf th
to realize their great number. (Cf. Seneca, De. Clem, L 14 ands y came
Annali, 4, 27" In this episode one finds the political-psychological ?acitus,

that determine a series of public displays: religious processions, c o n s
popular assemblies, different kinds of parades and, to some extent acs

elections {the participation by some groups in elections], andplebisci tes.

CE Notebook 4, §9%, $99

e z . Indirect sources. ?Utoptas? and so-cal led ?ph i losoph ica l nov.
els * They have been studied as part of the h is tory o f the deve lopment f

pol i t ical crit icism, but one of the most interest ing aspects t o consider i s

the i r u n w i t u n g reflection of the most basic and most p ro found aspira
t ions of subaltern social groups, inc lud ing the lowes t strata, a l b e i t
through the minds of intellectuals governed by di f ferentc o n c e r n s T h e

body of publications of this kind 1s enormous, if one also takes in to

account books of no Inerary or art ist ic ment , in o t h e r words, i f on
approaches th is as a social phenomenon. Hence, the f i rstq u e s t i o na r i s e :
Dues the (relatively) mass publication of th is k ind of l i teraturec o i n c i d e
w i t h d is t inc t histor ical periods, w i th the symptoms of pro found h i s t i

cal changes? Can one say that this ts hike a col lect ion of i nde f i n i t ea n d
generte cahiers de doléance of a particular type?! It 15 also n o t e w o t h

t h a t that someo f th isprterature expresses the interests o f the d o m i n a n t
leposed groups and has a backward-looki

Tt would he interest ing to compile a He o f t e e s e k e onary character.

s e r i e ts e r i so rca l led p l o s o p h i c a l novels; hooks thata t t r i b u t e t o d i s .
ant and l i t t le-known, but real, co ins t i tu .

t ions that are meant to bec o n t r a s t e d wi th those,w o e o a n a e i n s t i l

Mare's Utopia, Bacon's New Atlantis, Fénclon?s

and Salento (but also the Telemachus}, Swift's Gu

Italy, the react ionary works to remember includ
by Federico De Roberto? and by Vi t tor io Imbrian

of an unpubl ished novel w i t h a forward by Gino
Bia, 1 August 1934}!

(2) In hus art ic le on ?Federico Cesi linceo?

August 1930, Giuseppe Gabriehé asserts that t
connect ion between the Counter-Reformat io

elt, opposed the ind i v i dua l i sm st imu la ted by Humans
by Protestantism, posited the Roman spiri t (!) ofcol legia l i ty o e unleashed
poration, and hierarchy for the reconstruct ion ('} of soc papline, c o r

mues ( l ike the Lincer started by C e s i * that 1s, the collegial Wi t te Acade-
tists, quate d i f ferent from that of the un ivers i ty centers, h a n k of scien.

medieval in therr methods and structures|, and the ideas ani

e's own count ry . T.

The Island of Del ights
Luver's Travels, e t c . I n

le the unfinished pieces
1 (Naufragazia, f ragment
Dona, in Nuova Anto lo -

in the Nuova Antologia o f 1

here 1s a historico e o l o g i c a l
n{which, according to Gabri-

i th Temained
id the boldness

Notebook 25 (1934) 1

of the great thearics, the pal ingenet ic reforms, and the utopian reconstruc-

tions of human coexistence {the C i t t a del Sole, the NewA t l a n t i s , etc)?
Th is connect ion 18 too forced, mechanical, one-sided, and superficial

There is a stronger case onc can make that the most famous utopias orign-

nated in Protestant countr ics and that , even in the countr ics of the
Counter-Reformat ion, utopias are rather an express ion?the only one pos-

sible and 1p cer ta in f o r m s ? o f the ?modern? spir i t that is essential ly

opposed to the Counter-Reformat ion. {Al l of Campanella?s work 13 a docu-
ment of th is ?ynderhanded? effort to undermine the Counter-Reformation
f rom w i t h i n Besides, l i ke all restoration, the Counter-Reformation was not

a homogenous bloc, bu t a substant ia l , if no t formal, arrangement between

the old and the new.) Utopias are produced by ind iv idua l intel lectuals
whose lincage, formal ly , goes back to the Socratic rat ional ism of Plato?s

Republic, and who essent ial ly reflect, albeit in a very distorted way, the
latent ins tab i l i ty and rebelliousness among the large popular masses of the
time. They are, in the end, the po l i t i ca l manifestos of intel lectualsw h o s e

goal is to reach the perfect state. We must also take into account the scien-
t i f i c discoveries of the t ime, as we l l as scient ist ic rat ional ism, which
starts to emerge, precisely, dur ing the Counter-Reformation. Machiavell)?s

Prince, too, was a sort of utopra {cf apropos, some notes in another note-
b o o k ) . One can say that H u m a n i s m i t se l f ? tha t i s , acerta in i n d i v i d u a l i s m ?

was a ter ra in that favored the rise of utopias and politaco-philosophical con-

structions. W i t h the Counter-Reformation, the Church def in i t ively cut
i tsel f off f rom the ?humble? masses in order to serve the ?powerful?

Through utopias, ind iv idua l intel lectuals sought a solution to a set of prob-
Jems v i ta l l y impo r tan t to the humble; that is to say, they sought a connec-
t ion between the in te l lec tua ls and the people. They must, therefore, be
seen as the earl iest h is tor ica l precursors of the Jacobins and the French

Revolut ion, the event that b rought an end to the Counter-Reformat ion
and disseminated the heresy of l iberal ism t h a t proved much more effec-

tive against the Church than the Protestant heresy.
{31 Ezio Chidrbol i?s ar t i c le on A n t o n Francesco D o n i in Nuova Anto lo -

gia of 1 M a y 1928: a very in terest ing prof i le of t h i s publ ic ist , very popular

in h is t i m e (the s i x t cen th century), w i t ty , caustic, w i t h a modern attt-

tude? D o n i dealt w i t h mnumerab le issues of a l l kinds, ant ic ipat ing

many sc ient i f i c innovat ions I n today's terms, h is inc l inat ions would be
considered (vulgarl mater ia l is t . He ment ions the importance of the facial

angle and the speci f ic signs of c r i m i n a l i t y t w o centur ies before Camper
(Petrus, Dutch , 1722-1789}.!° He discussed the func t ions of the intet lect

and the parts of the brain delegated t o them t w o and a ha l f centuries
before Lavater (Johann Kaspar, Swiss, born in Zur ich , 1741-1801) and Gal l

(Franz Joseph, German, 1758-1828}.") He wro te a utopia, Mondo pazzo o
s a v i o ! t ? ? a n imag ina t i ve social recons t ruc t ion that is painted w i t h

many of the ir idescences and anx ie t i es that are red-hot in the soc ia l ism




