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§<1>. Davide Lazzaretti. In an article published by the Fiera Letteraria
of 26 August 1928, Domenico Bulferetti mentions some elements of Davide
Lazzaretti’s life and cultural formation.! Bibliography: Andrea Verga,
Davide Lazzaretti e la pazzia sensoria (Milan: Rechiedei, 1880); Cesare
Lombroso, Pazzi ed anomali® [this was the cultural custom of the day:
instead of studying the origins of a collective event and the reasons why it
was widespread, why it was collective, one isolated the protagonist and
limited oneself to producing his pathological biography, all too often using
points of departure that were unverified or open to a different interpreta-
tion. To a social elite, the components of subaltern groups always have
something barbaric or pathological about them). The volume Storia di
David Lazzaretti, Profeta di Arcidosso was published in Siena in 1905 by
one of Lazzaretti’s major disciples, the former friar of the order of St. Philip
Neri, Filippo Imperiuzzi; other apologetic writings exist but, according to
Bulferetti, this is the most noteworthy. The “seminal” work on Lazzaretti,
however, is Giacomo Barzellotti’s, which in its first and second editions
ipublished by Zanichelli) was titled Davide Lazzaretti; it was amplified and
partially revised in subsequent editions that were published (by Treves)
under the title Monte Amiata e il suo Profeta.? In Bulferetti’s opinion, Bar-
zellotti maintained that the causes of the Lazzarettist movement were
“all particular and attributable solely to the state of mind and the culture
of the people over there,”? stems “partly from his natural affection for beau-
tiful native places (') and partly from the influence of the theories of Hip-
polyte Taine.™ It is, however, easier to see Barzellotti’s book, which has
shaped Italian public opinion on Lazzaretti, as nothing more than a mani-
festation of literary patriotism (for love of country!—as they say) that

']
In the manuscript, Gramsci erroncously recorded the title as Pazzi e anormali on the basis of
Bulfererti's arvicle
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spawned the ciforts to conceal the causes of the general discontent that
existed in ltaly after 1870 by providing narrow, individual, folkloristic,
pathologic, cre., explanations of single explosive incidents. The same thing
happened, on a larger scale, with regard to “brigandage” in the South and
the islands.

The paliticians have not concerned themselves with the fact that the
killing of Lazzarctti was savage in its cruelty and coldly premeditated.
(Actually, Lazzaretti did not die in combat but was quite simply shot. It
would be interesting to know what secret instructions the government sent
to the authorities.) Despite the fact that Lazzaretti died exalting the repub-
lie {the tendentiously republican nature of the movement, with its poten-
tial to spread among the peasantry, must have had a major impact on the

government’s determination to assassinate its leader), even the Republi-
cans ignored the issue [check and confirm)—maybe, because the republi-
can tendency of the movement was bizarrely mingled with religious and
prophetic clements. Mevertheless, this hodgepodge is, precisely, the main
distinctive feature of the Lazzaretti incident since it demonstrates its pop-
ularity and spontaneity. One must say, morcover, that Lazzaretti’s move-
ment was related to the Vatican's non expedit® and showed the government
the kind of subversive-popular-rudimentary tendency that could arise
among the peasantry as a result of clerical political abstentionism; it also
showed that, in the absence of normal political parties, the rural masses
sought local leaders who arose out of the same masscs blending religion
and fanaticism with a set of demands that, in basic form, had been brew-
ing in the countryside. Another political factor to hear in mind: the left
had been in government for two years® and its rise stirred the people’s hopes
and expectations that were bound to be frustrated. The fact that the _Ieft
was in power may also help explain the lukewarm epposition to the crim-
inal murder of a man who could be portrayed as a reactionary, a supporter
of the papacy, a clericalist, ete,

Bulferetti observes that Barzellotti did not conduct research on Lazza-
retti's cultural formation, even though he refers to it. Otherwise, he would
have noticed that an abundance of leaflets, pamphlets, and popular books
printed in Milan was reaching even Monte Amiata at that time, 7 How
does Bulferctti know this? Besides, anyone familiar with the life of peas-
ants, especially in the old days, knows that “abundance” does not neces.
sarily cxplain the breadth and depth of a movement) Lazzaretti was ap
insatiable reader of these materials, which his occupation as a ¢appp
enabled him to procure. Davide was born in Arcidosso on 6 Novembgy 1834
and worked in his father’s occupation until 1868 when he conveneq g,
his blasphemous ways and went into scclusion o do punﬂf}“‘ N 4 cayg in
the Sabine arca, where he “saw” the ghost of a warrior who “revealg | h
sclf to be Lazzaretu's ancestral father, Manfredo Pallavicing, the Mgy,

mute son of a French king, ctc. A Dan ish scholar, Dr. Emilio R‘l"“"ﬂh.m -

Notebook 25 (1914} .
discovered that Manfredo Pallavicino 1s the main character in a histarical
novel by Giuseppe Rovani titled, precisely, Manfredo Pallavicing ® The plon
and episodes of the novel are transmitted invace in the “revelation” in the
cave, and out of this revelation comes the beginning of Lazzaretei's reli-
gious propaganda. Barzellotti, however, had thought that Lazzarettr was
influenced by legends from the fourtcenth century (the adventures of the
Siencse king, Giannino), and Rasmussen’s discovery led him only to insert
in the last edition of his book a vague allusion to Lazzarett’s reading-
but without mentioning Rasmussen and leaving intact the scouion of the
book devoted to King Giannino. Nevertheless, Barzellott examines
the subsequent development of Lazzarctti’s mind, his travels in France,
and the intluence exercised upon him by the Milanese priest Onorio Tara-
melly, “a man of fine intelligence and wide learning” who had been
arrested 1in Milan—and, later, escaped to France—for having written
against the monarchy. Davide got his republican impulse from Tramelli.
Davide's flag was red, with the inscription “The Republic and the King:
dom of God.” During the procession in which he was killed, on 18
August 1878, Davide asked his followers whether they wanted the repub-
lic. To their loud “yes," he responded: " The republic begins from this time
forth in the world, but it will not be the republic of 1848, it will be the
kingdom of God, the law of Justice that has succeeded the law of Grace”
David's response contains some interesting clements that must be con-
nected to his memory of Taramelli's words: his desire to differentiate
himself from 1848, which had not left good memories among the peas-
ants of Tuscany, and the distinction between Justice and Grace.

The drama of Lazzaretti must be linked to the “exploits” of the so-called
bands of Benevento that oceurred around the same time:® the views of the
pricsts and peasants involved in the trial of Malatesta were very similar
to those of Lazzaretti's followers, as one can see from the court records.
|Ct,, for example, Nitti's book on Secialismo Cattolico, which refers, appro-
priately, to the bands of Benevento, check whether it mentions Lalzm-
retti.)' In any case, until now, the drama of Lazzaretti has been examined
solely from the point of view of literary impressionism, whereas it deserves
a politico-historical analysis.

Giuseppe Fatini, in [ustrazione Toscana (ct, Il Marzocco of 31 Janu-
ary 1932), draws attention to the Lazzarattism that has survw_cd to this
day.!! After Davide's execution by the Carabinieri, people believed that
every trace of Lazzarcttism had been dispersed once and for all, even on
the slopes of Amiata in the province of Grosscto. In fact, however, the Laz-
sarettists, or Jurisdavidic Christians, as they prefer to call thlem!-civtﬁ. arc
still around; for the most part, they are to be found in the village of 'L:iﬂ“'
cona, in the municipality of Arcidosso, with some converts scatterlcd n
nearby hamlets. The World War gave them a new reason to consoll _;T-:
their bonds around the memory of Lazzaretti, who, in their view, ha
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lforeseen everything, from the World War o . '
of the Latin people 1o the boech of the :c:guf‘::rﬁl:::;:-.“é”" the m[lt:::
the faithful venture outside their little circle with |'|rup.1‘g.-mrjzr?-w :}HL‘HI
addressed 1o the “brothers of the Latin people” that include m,:::":;l their
Master's many previously unpublished writings [some of th..-;ﬁ pﬂ.;;.._-j that
are jealously guarded by his followers
ut what do che Jurisdavidic Christians want? A person not yet graced
by the capacity to penctrare the secret language of the Saints will find w
hard 1o understand the essence of their doctrine. It is a mixture of religious
doctrines of the past with a heavy dose of vaguely socialist-sounding m;.;,;..
yms and peneric references to the moral redemption of man—a redemp.
tion that requires a complete renewal of the spint and of the hicrarchy of
the Catholic Church. The final article (XXIV) of the “Symbol of the Holy
Spirit,” which constitutes a kind of "Creed” for the Lazzarettists, states
that “our founder David Lazzaretti, the anointed of the Lord, judged -"l';l
condemned by the Roman Curia, is really Christ, Leader and Judge, in the
seal and lwving figure of the second coming of our Lord Jesus Chnist in
the world, the Son of Man who has come to bring to completion the abun-
Jant Redemprion of all mankind by virtue of the third divine law of Jus.
uce and general Reform of the Holy Spint, which will reunite all men in
the fath of Christ within the hosom of the Catholic Church in a single
point and a single law in confirmation of divine promises. " There was a
time, after the war, when the Lazzarcttists seemed to be heading down “a
* but they were able to draw back before it was oo late and

the victors. What makes the religious phenom-
in Fatini's view, 1= defi-

dangerous path’

gave their full support to
enon of the Amiata worthy ol attention and study,
not the Lazzarcttists’ disagreements with the Catholic Church—

mitely
y with which they

‘the sect of papal Idolatry”—but, rather, the tenacit
defend the Master and Reform

Ol Motehaok 1, 512, and MNotchonk o 451

<3 Methodological criteria. The history of subaltern social groups
iw mecessanly fragmemed and episodic. In the histoncal activity of
15, undoubredly, a wendency toward umification, albeit
but this tendency s continually interrupted by the
herclore, can be demonstraed only of
MNALES in suCcess. Syh.

these groups there
i prowisional stages;
patiative of dominant groups amid, 1

a hstoncal eycle completes 1ts Course and cul
are always subjcet to the imitiatives of the dominane groups

pse upy, only “permancat” victory brcaks they
even when they scom yrym.

alern groups
even when they rebel amd r

ation, but not immediately. In fact,
only 1 an anxeous delensive sute s g be

of the Fremch Bevolution up to a feyg

sutlrdin
phant, subaltern groups arc

Jemuonstrated by the history

Nu::hrmk 25 frazql
7

(8yol ! Every trace of autonomous imitiative by subaly
<hould be of incstimable value to the integral h"-lmun_c;::r:u?' then,
toi Y, therefore, must be handled 1o the form of monographs andnf of his-
monograph one nceds to gather an immensc quantaty of mﬂt:m!Th::{h
is

often hard o collect.

i Motchook 1, 514

§<1>. Adriano Tilgher, Homo faber. A hstory of the conc
e concept of labo
western cvilizavnion. Rome: Librenia di Scienze e Lettere, w:; L r:; e

Ci Norchook 1, $95

yeq>. Some general notes on the histonical developmen

soctal groups 1n the Middle Ages and 1n Rome. In hmﬂau;';ﬂ:um’:ﬁtf:ﬂ
weritd’ ¢ di ‘certezza’ nella tradizione storica romana” (included in the
volume Confronti storsci), Evtore Ciccotti makes some references to the
historical development of the popular classes in the talian Communes,
these references merit special attention and separate treatment.! The
wars among the Communes crcated the need to assemble stronger and
bigger military forces, allowing as many people as possible to bear arms
This gave the commoners an awarcness of their own power and, at the
same time, consolidated their ranks (in other words, it helped stimulate
the formation of close knit, united groups er parties|. The fighting men
remained umited even in peacetime, which enabled them to make their
services available and later, as thewr soldany intensificd, 1o pursuc
their own goals as well. We have the statutes of the “Socictics of Arms”

that were established in Bologna apparcntly around 1230, the nature of

their union and their mode of organization stare to become clear. Toward
here were already twenty-four of

the middle of the thirteenth century t
them, located in the vanous city districes where the members lived
Their purpose was not only to perform the political function of defend-
ing the Communc against external threats, but also to provide all com:
moners with the protection they needed from the aggressions of the
nobles and the powerful. The chapters of thewr statutes—for example,
those of the Socicty of Lions, as it was called—have such titles as “De
sdiutorio dando homimbus dicte socictans . . 0 "Quod molestat
niuste debeant aduvan ab hominibus dicte socictatis.” Religious
requUITCImMEnts were attached to their civic and social obligations; besides
the oath, these included communal attendance at mass and at formal
prayers. Other communal obligations, similar to those of the religious
confratcrnitics—assisting the poor, burying the dead, etc. —rendered the
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union increasingly steadfast and tightly knic. In orger e
out their work, these Socicties then created couneily dad :ilhlt to carfy
cers—in Bologna, for ex., four or eight “ministerigles muf:g"-l:ilinjr:d nEi[IL.
organizational plan of the Associauon of Guilds or on e Eifi u; [:.
mune system, over time their importance extended beyong thic r'::u;nl-i.:-:uq
of the Socictics themselves and they became constitutjye faie of e
Commune.

A first, malites joined these societies on an equal footing with the
pedites—nobles as well as commoners—though in smaller numbers
Lutle by lutle, however, the milites—ic, the nobles—tended 1o 5;;:'
themselves apart as they did in Siena or, in certain circumstances, they
were expelled as in Bologna in 1a7o. As the movement of emancipation
gained ground, however, going beyond the boundaries and structures of
these Societies, the popular element started demanding and obtaining
participation in the majwor public offices.? Increasingly the people §

ormed
themselves into a real political party and in order to improve the etficacy
and cohesion of their actions they gave themselves a leader: "the Cap-

tain of the people,” an oifice that Siena scems to have derived from Pisa
and that in name as well as function betrays both its military .-.mi
roliical origins and purposes The people who had already, from time
to time, armed themselves, gathered wgether, organized themselves, and
having taken up distinet positons of their own, but only s.pnr.tdu;aily
now started constituting themselves as a separate body that gave itse Lfr
its own laws. They used their own bell 1o call Meetings: “cum campana
Cn:\uniﬁ n;:n bene audiatur ™ They clashed with the Podesta? wil:ma:
right to : proc

c‘im;.mn:;; ¢ public proclamations they challenged and with whom the

the peeple stipulated "peaces ' Whe 3
obtaimn the desired reforms from the Commuy e lalled

me authorities, they seceded
wluh the support of prominent imdividuals from the Commune, im:i
after forming an independem assembly they began 1o create thei ‘
magistracies similar wo the general sy it

stems of the Commune

, b aw
urisdiction to the ;apta_m ot the people, and 1o make decisions o ha.ld
own authority, giving rise (from 1258} 1o 4 whole legislaive inici
tion IThcﬁ'{ data pertain to the Commune of Siena ) Th : -mgimm-
ceeded, ac first 1n practice and later formall el

into the general Statutes of the Commune niylprl:ul:;?:m 1:1“: e us1on
ously applicd only internally 1o those registered as ._}:.I..;“. s
people th.:.'n came 1o dominate the Commune, uwmhtl‘hn“:.urlc ~ The
i dum'“"'r"l class, as they did in Siena after 1270, 1n Bolg §de reel
Sacraty and Sacratissimi Codes, in Florence with Ll;u --c—n,l‘_.gm WIth the
IProvenzan Salvani was a nobleman in Stidabioise ;u.L S 0f Justyge »
head of the people ) whaced blinsel] o the

Most of the problems of Roman history
previously cited study

d previ.

" F”.’II'III;‘{I ouy 1."'!.-' Cieenti
{apart from the ven fication of * COULL 1R by

‘persomal’ CPisade

19

Jotebook 25 (1934) 9
panaguil’s,” ete) are related to the experiences and institutions
such as Tanadquii=, ib f the plebs ® ¢ Th hod
leern social groups feribune of the plebs® cic) ¢ method of
of U2 o affirmed and theorized by Ciccotu could therefore produce
.-u.mlnnl‘.l‘r' resumptive” results: since subaltern groups lack political
’"'Mm,mp,j. “I'.hL"lI sdcfensive” initiatives are constrained by their own
.::::vi of nclms,:.iw, which are simpler, more himated, and more politically
restrictive than the laws of I'_.'leunwl necessity that govern and condi
Lion the imitiatives of the ruling class, Often, subaltern groups are ongr
pally of a different race {dafferent rehigion and different culture) than the
Jominant groups, and they are often a mixture of different races, as in
the case of the slaves. The question of the importance of women in
poman history 1s similar to the question of the subaltern groups, but up
(o a certain point; “masculinism” can be compared to class domination
only in a certain sense and, therefore, has greater importance for the his-
tory of customs than for political and social history
Another rescarch cnterion must be taken into account in onder o
bring imto rehiet the inherent dangers of the method of listorical anal-
ogy as a entenion of interpretation: in the ancient and the medieval
state, both politico-territorial and social [the one 15 but a funcuon of the
ether] centralization was manimal. The state was, in a certamn sense, a
mechanical bloc of social groups and, often, of different races Within
the ambat of polinco-military concentration, which came acutely o
play only at certain times, the subaltern groups had their own separate
life, their own institutions, cte. The latter sometimes functioned as
state institutions, which made the state a federation of social groups
with vanous nonsubordinate roles, so that in tmes of crisis the phe.
nomenon of “two governments” became extremely conspicuous. The
only group excluded from any organized collecuve Life of its own, 10 the
classical world, was that of the slaves (and nonslave proletanans], whale
in the medieval world it was the proletarians, serfs, and peasants Never-
theless, even though, in many respects, the slaves of annguity and
medicval proletarians found themselves i similar conditons, ther
situatwons were not identical: the uprising by the Ciompr” certanly did
not have the same impact thar would have been produced by a similar
uprising of the slaves in antiguity (Spartacus, who demands to join the
government in alliance with the plebs, erc ). Whereas in the Middle
Ages 1t was possible to have an alliance between the proletaniat and the
people and, even more, proletarian supporn for the dictatorship of a
prince, there was nothing of the sort for the slaves in the classical world
The modern state replaces the mechanical bloc of socal groups with
their subordination to the active hegemony of the ruling and dominant
group; it thus abolishes certain autonomices, which, however, will be
reborn in other forms, as partics, trade unions, cultural associations,
The dictatorships of our ume legally abolish these new forms of
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autonomy as well, and try hard to incorporate them into the g4 i
the state: the legal centralization of the entire life of the m“unuf-u; ]::E
hands of the dominant class becomes “totalitarian.” in

Ci. Motchook 3, §16 and &4

§<s»>. Methodological eriteria. The historical unity of the ruling
classes is found in the state, and their history is essentially the history of
statcs and groups of states. It would be wrong to think, however, that this
unity is merely juridical and political, even though such forms of unity
are also important and not just for formal reasons. In concrete terms, the
fundamental historical unity stems from the organic relations between
the state, or political society, and “civil society.” The subaltern classcs,
by definition, are not—and cannot be—unified until they are able to
become a “state™. their history, then, is intertwined with the history of
civil society; it is a “disjointed” and intermittent function of the history of
civil society and, thus, of the history of states or groups of states. One
must, therefore, study: (1) the objective formation of the subaltern social
groups through the developments and the changes occurring in the
sphere of economic production; the extent of their diffusion; and their
descent from preexisting social groups whose mentality, ideology, and
goals they preserve for a cenain period of time, |2} their active or passive
adherence to the dominant political formations; their efforts to influence
the programs of these formations in order to impose their own demands,
and the consequences of these clforts in determining processes of decom-
position and renewal, or neoformation; (1) the burth of new parties of the
dominant groups to maintain the consent of the subaliern social groups
and to keep them under control; (4] the formations created by the subal-
tern groups themsclves o press claims of a limited and partial kind; (5)
the new formations that assert the autonomy of the subaltern groups, .hut
within the old framework; (6] the formations tha assert complete .u;m:rl-
Omy, cic,

These phases can be listed in even greater detail, wirh intermed iste
phases or combinations of several phases. The histonan has 1o record and
account for the hine of development toward complere AU s L.-'m
from the most primitive phases, he must take note of cvery m-a-m{rlmﬁ
tion of the Sorclian “spirit of cleavage "' Therefore, 1he h"*t::rl,- (rsl_h;.
political parties of subaltern groups is also very complex because .tl AL
include all the repercussions of party activitics across the ENtire ¢ sl
of subaltern groups as a whole and the repercussions on (he -1l.t1tuflrarflm
the dominant group. It must alse include the repercussions of the s of
more elfective actions—because they are propped up by the o ® Much

Takg -
dominant groups on the subaltern groups and their parties Aoy 1:‘-
YNE the

.

Notebook 25 (1934) .

subaltern groups there will be one that exercises or tends 1o EXEICISe 3
certain hegemony through a parey, this must be established by studying
the developments of all the other partics as well, insofar as they include
clements of this hegemonic group or of the other subaltern groups that
are subject to its hegemony. Many criteria of historical rescarch can be
constructed by studying the innovative forces that led the national Ras.
orgimento. these forces seized power and joined together in the modern
Italian state by struggling against certain other forces and with the help
of certain auxiliaries or allies® To become a state, they had wo subordi-
nate or eliminate the former and obtain the active or passive consent of
the latter. The study of the development of these innovative forees—from
subaltern groups to leading and dominant groups—must, therefore, look
for and identify the phases through which they gained autonomy from
the enemies they had to defeat, as well as the phases through which they
gained the support of the groups that actively or passively assisted them,
for this whole process was historically necessary for them to join together
and become a state. The level of historical-political consciousness pro-
gressively attained by these innovative forces in the various phases is, in
fact, measured by both of these yardsticks—and not just by the yardstick
of their separation from the previously dominant forces. Usually, the
latter is the only criterion employed and the result is a one-sided his-
tory or, at times, a failure to understand anything, as in the case of the
history of the peninsula since the time of the Communes. The Italian
bourgeoisic proved incapable of umiting the people around itself and this
was the cause of its defeats and the interruptions in its development. In
the Risorgimento, too, this narrow egoism prevented a quick and vigor-
ous revolution like the French one. This is one of the most important
problems and serious causes of difficulties in producing the history of
subaltern social groups and, hence, the (past] history of states

Cf, Notebook 3, §oo.

bef>. The slaves in Rome. (1] A casual observation by Julius Caesar (Bello
Gallico, 1, 4o, 5) reveals that the core group of slaves who joined Sparta-
cus's rebellion consisted of Cimbri prisoncrs of war; these rebels were
wiped out. |Cf. Tenney Frank, Storia economica di Roma, ltalian trans,
Ed. Vallecchi, p. 153.)" See, in the same chapter of Frank's book, the obser-
vations and conjectures on the different destinies of the slaves of various
nationalitics and, insofar as they were not destroyed, their likelihood of
survival: they either assimilated into or even replaced the indigenous
population.

{2} In Rome, slaves could not be recognized as such. When a senator once
proposed that the slaves be given a distinctive dress, the Senate defeated
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the measure fearing that the slaves might hecome dangerous i

1o realize their great number. (CF. Seneca, De. Clem, |, 14 Ind"fr‘-" Came
Annali, 4, 171 In this episode one finds the political psychologica) r::u. s,
that determine a series of public displays: religious processions cm:mm
popular assemblics, different kinds of parades and, to some “rmm "‘:]‘:!.
clections [the participation by soame growps in clections), and l‘ll:hlz..;_-;m:u

Cl. Motchook 1, o8, 5w

ye7a. Indirect sources, “Utapias”™ and so-called “philasophical noy.

¢ls * They have been studied as part of the history of the development of
pahitical ertacism, but one of the most interesting aspects 1o consider ?g
their unwitting reflection of the most basic and most profound aspi
tons of subalicrn socal groups, including the lowest strata dIl‘bLa‘
through the mnds of imtellectuals governed by differeny :.'crm.'crlna Thlt
Pindy of publicatioms of this kind 15 enormous, of one alse mk“. ;'mu
account books of no literary or artistic merit, in other words, if o :
approaches this as a socul phenomenen, Hence, the Rrst qucat'mllx .II'IS-WL"
Does the frelatively] mass publication of this kind of literature coin :IT:
with distinct histoncal penods, with the symproms of profound higc
cal changes? Can one say that this is like a collection of indefint m";i
gemeric cahiers de doléance of a particular typel! It 1s also 1'||::|l:|:«I ; Ilr':
lhult that runu ol this lnerature expresses the :nh:rcut;.i u-f-':h:: d:}r‘;?n“m:
o deposcd groups and has a backwarnd-looking i

It would be interesting o compale a list ;:Thh,_:]i::i:“n::::? Ehf'.“"“'
strict sense so-called philosophical novels, books th.J; ks Ems = t!“
tant and livtle-know m, but real, countries particular L‘I.:'\.I;l]‘ T-I u:f. 5 I.i”-.
lmnhlth.n are meant 1o be contrasted with those of ane's sty
M:'m:_:-: Llrepra, Bacon's New Atlaners, Fonelon's Th Lj-hfnwn conmey 1,
amd Salenta |but also the Telemachus), Swiir's ':-'uh": \ and of DE}J,g‘hts
ltaly, the reactionary works wo remember |1-.L5.,|,,.1 . .:ht,“ T.m”h' etc.” In
by Federico Die Roberto® and by Vittono 1mh,|m:” . ;Jl'lhnl-».]'md PIceEs
uf an unpublished novel with a furward by Ging ﬁlurlm el
gid, 1 August 1934) '3, 10 Nuova Antolo-

{2} In his arucle on “Federseo Cesi linceo” 1n the Nyow i

Auvgust 1910, Guseppe Gabrieli® asserts that there 15 3 hmu 'q.”mm'!w of 1
covnectinn between the Counter-Reformat ion [which, ac .mh Ulldml'm'mh
eh, opposed the indwvadualism stimulated by Ill||'|1.1|:||1-.r:1nhlmulucﬂh“.
by E'n_:.n:.t.tuunl;L--.rnr posited the Roman spari ") of r_-u||._-n.,.|u.,l1T.d' unleashed
poration, and hicrarchy for the reconstruction (" of s :.h‘.w]plm"' cor.
mies [like the Lincer stared by Cesy,® that 15, the L-un.p,,illy. the Acade.
tists, quite different from that of the unwversiny curm.-;:' I-..,, |I:.,,ilrk

medieval in therr methods and structures), and the ileds an h:: r:"l.nnud
e Baldnesy

of RCIEM -
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of the great theories, the palingenetic reforms, and the utopian reconstruc-
rions of human eoexistence [the Catrd del Sole, the New Atlantis, ere )’
This connection 15 too forced, mechanical, one-sided, and superficial
There is a sSLTONECT CASC ONe Can make that the most famous utoplas origy
nated in Protestant countrics and that, even in the countrics of the
Counter-Reformation, utopias arc rather an expression—the only one pos:
oible and 1n certain forms—of the "modern” spirit that is cssentially
opposcd to the Counter-Reformation, (All of Campanella's work 15 a docu
ment of this “underhanded” effort to undermine the Counter-Reformation
from within Besides, hike all restoration, the Counter-Reformation was not
a homogenous bloc, but a substantial, if not formal, arrangement between
the old and the new] Utopias are produced by indwidual intellecruals
whose lincage, formally, goes back to the Socratic rationalism of Plato's
Republic, and who essentially reflect, albeit in a very distorted way, the
Jatent instability and rebelliousness among the large popular masses of the
time. They are, in the end, the political manitestos of intellcctuals whose
goal is to reach the perfect state. We must also take into account the scicn-
tific discovenies of the ume, as well as scientistic rationalism, which
starts to emerge, precisely, during the Counter Reformation, Machiavellr's
Prince, too, was a sort of utema [ef. apropos, some notes in another note-
book) * One can say that Humanismitscli—that is, acertain individualism—
was a terrain that favored the rise of utopias and politice-philosephical con.
structions. With the Counter-Relormation, the Church defimtvely oot
aself off from the "humble” masses in order to serve the “powerful
Through utopias, individual intellectuals sought a selution to a set of prob-
lems vitally important to the humble; that is to say, they seught a conned
tion hetween the intellectuals and the people. They must, therefore, be
ween a5 the earliest histoncal precursors of the Jacobins and the French
Revolution, the event that brought an end to the Counter-Reformation
and disseminated the heresy of liberalism that proved much more effe-
tive against the Church than the Protestant heresy.
|3) Ezio Chigrboli's article on Anton Francesco Dont in Nuova Antalo-
gia of 1 May 1928: a very interesting profile of this publicist, very popular
i his time [the sixteenth centuryl, witty, caustic, with a modern atti-
wude? Doni dealt with innumerable issues of all kinds, anucipating
many scientific innovations In today’s terms, his inclinations would be
considered {vulgar) matenialist, He mentions the importance of the facial
angle and the specific signs of cimimality two centurnes before Camper
(Petrus, Dutch, 1722-1789]."° He discussed the funcuons of the intellect
and the parts of the brain delegated to them two and a half centurics
hefore Lavater {Johann Kaspar, Swiss, born in Zurich, 1741-1801) and Gall
|Franz Joscph, German, 1758-1824).1" He wrote a utopia, Mondo pazzo o
savip'l—"an imaginative social reconstruction that is painted with
many of the iridescences and anxieties that are red-hot in the socialism

e
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of our ume™—which he may have denived from pgre:
knew More's book, he published it himself in Landa's :]::n:.}::!npm-; He
the invention is no longer the same, just 3s it 18 not the same :.T'h Tﬂ"i
Plato in the Republic, nor of any other obscure or unknown, wrlt :lt?:
made 1t himeclf, changed i, refashioned it o F¥EY

his own pu
he has actually given hife 1o somethang differemt thar Potcs, 50 thae

1% truly hi —
and he s so gnipped by it that it shows forth here and here in?n:r:::::..i
or in some sentiment both in the Marmi and, with increasing frequency
in subsequent mapor and minor wotings " For Doni's hlh‘:mguﬂ:yl .;f._
Chidrboli's edmion of | Marmi published by Laterza in the "SCrittor

d'ltalia” series™ and the Doni anthology in the “Pia belle pagine” pub.
lished by Treves

14) Shakespeare's Tempest (the opposition between Caliban and Pros.
peto, €16, the utopian nature of Gonzalo's speeches). CL Achulle Loria
“Pensien ¢ soggetu cconomict in Shakespeare™ in the Nuova Antologia of
+ August 1928, which can be used as a first selection of passages in Shake.
spearc that deal with sociopolitical 1ssues and as indirect evidence of the

way the common people of the ime thought. Apropos of The Tempest
Renan's Caliban and L'Esu de Jouvence V' PR

Cl, Movchook y, h6q, §ry, &3¢ and Ry

§«<8>. Scicnusm and residues of late Romanticism. One should look at
the tendency of lefust socwlogy in aly 1w concern nself intensely with the
problem of coominabity. Is this hinked 10 the facy that Lombroso poined
the leftist trend, as did many of bas most “brilliant followers wha, at the
ume, scemed 1o be the supreme cxpression of science, and who exerted
ntluence with all therr professional dstomions and foces on specific
issues?! OF 15 this a ressdue of the Late Romanticsm of 1848 (Sue and hus
novelistie lucubranions on criminal lawl™ Op s
mntellectual groups were impressed by the large num .
and thought that they could not proceed further wn::;:;:ﬁﬁ:!‘:ih:?
“scicntifically” jhat s, naturalistically) this barbanc” phenomenan! g
Cil Monchook 3, b2y

it that, i laly, certain
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